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Environmental Impact caused by drug-related activities



Drug Trafficking in the Brazilian Amazon 
Organisations as direct or indirect financiers

for: 

Deforestation & Timber
trafficking

Land Grabbing for illicit purposes Illegal mining

The phenomenon of Convergence of Crimes related to drugs and its
socioenvironmental impact

Connecting illegal activities /
money laudering

Sharing of illegal infrastructure:
illegal airstrips and deforestation

 Between 2020 and 2022, 
65% of all gold notified as
originating in the Tapajós
River basin region in Para

state was considered illegal.
In economic terms, irregular

production would have
generated a profit of

approximately 
€1,17 billion during that

period. 

Also between 2020 and 2022,
the socio-environmental

losses summed up to 
€2.17 billion with damage

corresponding to
deforestation, river silting

and mercury contamination. 



The connection between drug trafficking and environmental harm,
along with its related criminal activities

Source: UNODC



Key Findings - Reports developed by Center for Studies on Drugs and
Community Social Development (Cdesc)

Use of rivers as one of the main routes for drug
trafficking

 Drug traffickers use the same infrastructure as illegal
mining, particularly landing strips and

internet/communication

The vastness and complexity of the region complicates
state oversight and the work against the various forms

of organized crime in the area.



Key Findings - Reports developed by Center for Studies on Drugs and
Community Social Development (Cdesc)

Publication compiles data on drug seizures,
deforestation and airstrips in Brazil's Amazon region

The convergence of these crimes is contributing to
deforestation in the region

Indigenous territories are under pressure and
increasingly surrounded by illegal activities



An analysis about drug trafficking and environmental harm, along with
its related criminal activities

Source: CDESC, 2024



Deforestation, illegal airstrips and cocaine seizures in 2022/2023

Source: CDESC, 2024

2022 2023



The consequences of drug trafficking and harm for the environment for
indigenous peoples and traditional communities

Loss of environmental
protection equalizing

the loss of their way of
living

Increase of the use of
alcohol and other

drugs among
indigenous youth

Subsequent increase of
use leading to an increase

of violence against
women

Recruitment of  youth fto
work for organized crime

Increase of violence



SENAD's approach towards the intersection between Drugs and
the Environment, and Sustainable Alternative Development

Creation of a National
Strategy for Indigenous
People in Drug Policies



ACTIONS
RESEARCH DEVELOPMENT FOR

DATA-DRIVEN ACTIONS

Advocacy and articulation with other national actors to
break the silos between drug policy and environmental

discussions (including other ministries, governmental bodies
and civil society)

SENAD’S Strategy for implementing
Sustainable Alternative Development

Development of the public policy CAIS: Center for Access to
Rights and Social Inclusion



Proposition of 3 separated new protocols
within the United Nations Convention

Against Transnational Organized Crime

Illegal Mining

Illegal Logging

Wildlife trafficking

Active role on regional and
bi/multilateral forums: 

It is urgent to break the silos between
environmental and drug policy

discussions

Brazil's efforts to address the Transnational
Organized Crime

https://www.gpdpd.org/en/drug-policy/drugs-and-the-environment


Access Cdesc’s Publications

https://www.gpdpd.org/en/drug-policy/drugs-and-the-environment


Thank you!

Marta Machado
senad@mj.gov.br


