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Addiction Research Network Ireland: a strategic 
approach to developing policy relevant research

• Who is in the research network?

• Purpose of research network

• Background to establishing the network

• Supporting evidence-literate policy
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Who is in the research network?
• Representatives from most Irish universities

• Drug-related health, social science and bench 
science diciplines

• Drugs policy

• People with lived experience
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Purpose of research network
• Build capacity of drug and alcohol research

• Create inter-institutional partnerships to identify 
and win funding at EU and national level

• Align research with policy through a programme 
of prioritisation and planning

• Develop the international dimension of Irish 
substance use research
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Backgound to research network

• Citizens Assembly on Drugs Use (2023)

• National Drugs Strategy – Research 

subcommittee

• Impact 2030 – Irish Government’s 

research programme

• New European agency for drug monitoring 

and research

• New National Drugs Strategy 2026-2030



Higher Education 
Research Evidence 
for Public Policy:
Young 
people and 
Substance Use
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Knowledge brokering event

• In partnership with Irish University Association

• Established methodology – European 

Commission JRC

• Senior academics and policy makers

• Focus on young people and future

• Identify clear outcomes
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Aligning research with policy priorities

• Socio-technical analysis

• Evidence ecoystem

• Implementation science

• Strategic foresight
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